We Wish You A
]H[aqppy New Year!

We've enjged good health, mewondeful neighbors, anélun with friends andamily, thisyear, 1997.The
biggest eventvas a 6aeek trip (October to Deaaber) to Japan, Mayaia, Australia and N& Zealand. Here are
same of our highlights:

JAPAN (10 das): A nostalgia tour bTokyo, Toyama, and Koto, we visitedfriends (including thenidwife who
helped us deliver Beau) andréy (two great grandparents and Megis mother!),who treated us sally.
On Novenber 1,we dressed Beau inmaagnificent kimono and hakaa (traditional pantsiornwith kimono)
for a special ceraony, to receive the blessings and protectionmftioe Shinto gods at Heidremple in
Kyoto. Called Shichi-Go-San (literglt7-5-3"), we were therevith marny families with girls aged 7 and 3 and
boys aged 5. Japan is Béatavorite county!

MALAYSIA (3 das): Everwith theyucky air from the horrific forest fireswe enjoyed Kualalumpur, with its
scorpion fams, the Hindu shrine in magnificent lmestone cave, lots of tounsthings and wimming in the
hotel pool.

AUSTRALIA (24 dys): This magnificent and huge coustoffered uamiles of beaches, endless sand-castle
building opportunities, and thmighty sandbugs (75 bites on Megus It am!) We stged in cheap hostels,
motels, posh hotels, o@ groundswith friends, and even luxuriated favd nights and a da first class on the
famous IndianPacific train. We ate lots of fish and chips, bought 9 diffélenomerangs, fedkangaroos ad a
koala, and kept our ice cmeacones fron the enus!

NEW ZEALAND (5 das): Such shortttie to visit this gorgeous coutr Driving a car, Nathan and Memji
missed the nice slo pace of gcle-touring, but enjged plg/ing in thewaves of thefagnan Sea and riding a
stean enginewith Beau. Itwas fun to sehat had changed and hadn’t since our tiyg&rs ago..

In addition to the big tripye took a mall trip to Hawaii in Februay, our secongear at the HaaiianJuggling
Festival, and a fe short trips to thenountains. Travelwith a 5year old is ASY especiall whenwe think back 5
years to oufransSiberian bap days...!

Other nevs:

BEAU started Kindergarten this fall and loves it. Henomtes to school on hiErail-A-Bike (a singlewheeled
“bicycle” connected behind another yite), while hunming, with mom and dad. On Saturgs, he attends a
Japanese school. Rightmaohe likes Japane$eod muchmore than the laguage. He's readingell (mostly
English) and oy to bewith. He loves designing me fantastic and original paper airplanes. His interest in
trains hasn't slackened andWwasalmostsatisfiedwith riding 38 trains on our trip.

NATHAN learned to ride a unjcle thisyear, and plans to startromuting towork, juggling, on onevheel
soon. Fulnoonmountain biking and, of courspjggling, continue.

MEGUMI continues to build her stgelling career - cme see one of her perfoances!

Take care and have a great 1998!
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